
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sandpiper Ventures Backs CURA as Canada Looks to Build Domestic Industrial Capacity and 

Infrastructure Sovereignty 

Halifax, N.S. — September 19, 2026 — Sandpiper Ventures today announced its investment in 

CURA (“CURA”), a Canadian cleantech company developing technology to electrify and decarbonize 

cement production. 

Sandpiper Ventures participated in CURA’s $10 million USD financing, led by Zacua Ventures with 

participation from Sandpiper Ventures, Amplify Capital and Vantage Futures. The investment will 

help CURA advance from pilot-scale technology toward commercial deployment, including the 

construction and commissioning of its 100-tonne-per-year pilot plant in Taber, Alberta. 

The investment reflects a broader imperative - as Canada makes significant investments in housing, 

transportation, energy, defence and other critical infrastructure, building greater domestic capacity 

in the technologies and materials underpinning that infrastructure is increasingly important to 

Canada’s economic resilience and sovereignty. 

“Canada has extraordinary research, engineering talent and natural resources, but capturing their 

full economic value requires Canadian companies that can translate innovation into industrial 

capacity,” comments Rhiannon Davies, Managing Partner, Sandpiper Ventures. “CURA is developing 

technology here in Canada that addresses a global industrial challenge while also creating an 

opportunity to strengthen the resilience and competitiveness of a sector fundamental to our own 

economy.” 

Cement is one of the foundational materials of the global economy and a critical input for housing, 

roads, bridges, hospitals, schools, energy infrastructure and national defence. More than 4.5 billion 

tonnes are produced globally each year, while cement production accounts for approximately 8% of 

global CO₂ emissions. 

CURA is tackling one of the industry's most difficult challenges by changing how cement’s core 

chemical process is performed. 

The company has developed an electrochemical process that uses electricity rather than high-

temperature combustion to decompose limestone. By replacing the most carbon-intensive stage of 

conventional cement production, CURA’s technology has the potential to reduce cement emissions 

by up to 85% while lowering energy use and improving plant productivity. 

https://curaclimate.com/
https://zacuaventures.com/
https://amplifycapital.ca/
https://www.vantagegroup.com/vantage-futures-2/


Importantly, the technology is being designed to integrate with existing cement and lime production 

infrastructure rather than requiring producers to replace cement with an entirely new building 

material. CURA’s system can also work with a range of calcium-rich feedstocks, including lower-

purity limestone and industrial waste streams. 

CURA represents an opportunity to build that capability at home—using Canadian technology to 

strengthen supply chains, improve industrial competitiveness and reduce reliance on technologies 

developed elsewhere.  

Proceeds from CURA’s financing will support the construction and commissioning of its 100-tonne-

per-year pilot plant in Taber, Alberta, developed in partnership with Grand Forks Concrete. The 

financing will also advance engineering for CURA’s first 30,000-tonne-per-year commercial 

demonstration facility and support expansion of the company’s technical and business teams. 

“We’re incredibly excited to welcome Sandpiper Ventures as an investor in CURA,” said Erin 

Bobicki, Co-founder and CEO of CURA. “Having the support of a women-led Canadian venture 

firm is particularly meaningful as we work to build and scale transformative  industrial technology 

here at home. As Canada invests in the infrastructure and industries that will shape its future, we 

believe it is essential to develop the technologies that strengthen domestic manufacturing, 

supply chains and economic resilience. Sandpiper’s partnership helps us accelerate that vision.”  

CURA has already established relationships across the built-environment value chain, with MOUs 

signed with global companies including ACCIONA, Aecon and Titan Cement. 

The company’s potential extends well beyond the Canadian market. Cement producers around the 

world face pressure to increase productivity, reduce energy consumption and lower emissions while 

continuing to meet growing global demand for infrastructure. CURA is developing its technology in 

Canada with the ambition to address that global opportunity. 
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About Sandpiper Ventures 

Sandpiper Ventures is a Canadian venture capital firm investing in ambitious founders building 

companies with the potential to transform industries and compete globally. Sandpiper Ventures 

backs early-stage companies developing differentiated technologies and business models across 

sectors, with a focus on opportunities where Canadian innovation can create meaningful economic 

and strategic value. Beyond capital, Sandpiper works alongside founders to support 

commercialization, growth and the development of globally competitive companies from Canada. 

About CURA  

CURA Climate Inc. is developing electrochemical technology to electrify and decarbonize cement 

production while reducing energy consumption, increasing productivity and strengthening industrial 

and supply-chain resilience. CURA’s process performs the core limestone-decomposition step with 

electricity instead of high-temperature combustion, producing a low-carbon calcium product for 

cement manufacturing and a concentrated CO₂ stream ready for transport, storage or utilization. 



By replacing the most carbon-intensive part of cement production with an electrified process, CURA 

enables deep emissions reductions without requiring new feedstocks, replacement materials or 

major changes to existing plants. The technology has the potential to reduce cement emissions by 

up to 85% while integrating with standard cement and lime infrastructure. CURA is advancing 

toward pilot deployment and commercial demonstration with strategic partners across the global 

cement and construction industries. 
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